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RE; DooketNo. FV03-92S-1PR :
Federal Register Vol.70, No.1 00, Pag~ 30001
Grapcs GTown in a Designated Area of SOufueastern Califo6fa. and l%nportcd
Table Grapes; Proposed Change in Regulatory Period :
COMMENTS ]N OPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Doc"ket C]erk:

FRUCENTRO S.A opposes tile above referCI1ccd change ~ the effective date of
Table Grapc Marketing Order 925 and the companion Table Grape:lmport Regulation 4
that will further t'es'trict table grapes supplioo from Chit.:;, FRUCE~O S.A. is in the
business of exporting Chilean agric1Jltural oommoditi~s, and ships approximately 192.000
offresb table gTapes to thc U.S. during the months of Jall~ throt~gh April

FRUCENffiO S,.A. concW"S ..\lith, and incorporates he-rein by reference, the
detailed comments and supporting data submitted by ASO~ the 9hilean Exporters
AssociatioD. SpcoificaIly, FRUCENTRO S.A. urges the agency to rc:joct thc propo~d
change in the regulatory period booause:

1.

2.

The Proposed Rule imposes mark~ order ~ndai& on ChiTean supplies
when no domestic varicties ~ available, and therefore coNtitutes a non-
tariffbarrier contrary to 1h~ ~rms orwro Agreem~ts and the U.S_-Chile
Freo Tmdc Agreement. ~
Thc Proposed Rule asse$ses inspection fees st'1rting ~pril 1 when no
domestic supp1i~ are being 90 charged. and th~reby: violates Article m
2nd Article vm of GA Tr 1994.
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3.

4.

s.

6.

7-

8.

The change in the bcginniug effective dEitc of :M:aIk~ng Order 925 and
Table 01ape Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to Apri1 1 will have a
d~ct negative impact on our business. FRUCENTf-O S.A. ships 105,000
of fresh table gmpcS to the U.S. !tom April! to A~120. If the Proposed
Rule should be adoptc~ the estimated value of the table grapes to be
excluded from shipment is USSIJO20,OOO.OO.
The Proposed Rule does not contain any evide11CC of circumvention by
Chilean table grapcs sufficient to wanWt the propo$ed change.
The cnange in date from Apri120 to April! Will cr~~ an artificial
shortage oftab1e grapes since there is no oth~ co~erciaJJy significant
and rcliable supply from any source other tbIu1 Chile.
The ChUcan grapes supplied from April 1 to tho earpest commercially
significant supplies of grapes from Coachella Valley in California meet
marketing spccifications from 1'et!li) chains that are :r;nofe stringent in somerc:spects than the mark~g order requiremeI1t'1. '

The proposOO change caIU1ot bc validly ba$ed on a 20 ycar--o!d survey of
oold storage practices. I
The proposed change can not be justified under the orl~a. established by
the AMAA. for a change in the begiIming effective datc of Marketing
Order 925 or the companion Table Gra~ Import R~gWation 4 in view of
the record priccs leccived by COachella Vall~y growers in the last two
seasons.
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